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Monday, February 19th  
  
Luke 9:23 (ESV)  
And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 
  
Father, immediately after He foretells His death, Jesus teaches His  disciples 
what it will cost them to follow after Him. Father, we are so thankful that 
the cost the disciples paid to follow Jesus, has not been forced on us. We are 
also aware of those hundreds of thousands of people around the world who 
have given their physical lives to follow Jesus. We know Jesus is teaching 
those who desire to be identified with Him must expect severe persecution 
and even death for His name.  
Father, forgive us when we view our temporary lives as so precious that we 
are not willing to deny them for YOU. Teach us, by your Holy Spirit, where 
our "temporal treasures" lie, that we might repent of those things that are 
shiny and that bring vanishing satisfaction and turn to YOU, who satisfies 
FOREVER. Teach us, in our context, what it means to deny ourselves for 
Your name's sake. Crucify any fleshly   desires that keep us from following 
YOU. And, Holy Spirit, enable us to experience the power of 
the Resurrection that "we too might walk in newness of life" (Rom 6:4). "I 
have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but CHRIST 
who lives in me" (Gal 2:20). In Jesus' name and for God's glory! Amen.  
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Tuesday, February 20th  
 
Matthew 4:19-20  (ESV)  
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.”  Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
  
Jesus, YOU called men of common abilities to come follow YOU and 
promised to "show" them how to do something that they in their own 
strength could never do.  You too called me to come follow 
YOU.  WOW?  When all I could accomplish was to YOU as a filthy rags, 
YOU looked beyond my faults and graciously extended an  
invitation to join the ranks of royalty and serve the KING of kings  
(1 Peter 2:9).  I take this moment now and say "Thank YOU!" and once 
again offer myself as a subject of Your  Kingdom for Your glory and 
bidding.  I want to be like these disciples and have a heart that immediately 
leaves "my nets" for the service that YOU desire.  I trust YOU to equip me 
for every good work (2 Timothy 3:17).  I am here and willing!  Disciple me, 
my LORD!  Amen. 
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Wednesday, February 21st 
  
Luke 6:40 (ESV)  
A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained 
will be like his teacher. 
 
LORD Jesus, I am so grateful to be Your disciple.  If YOU had not  
chosen me, then I would still be dead in my sin and floundering in my own 
selfish pursuits.  YOU give me purpose!  Guide me by Your Holy Spirit to 
walk in Your truth and clearly represent YOU and Your Kingdom well.  I 
realize that YOU are my Teacher and I am not the   
Master.  Yet, at times I do respond with foolish arrogance while  
trying to work the works that YOU have ordained me.  Forgive me LORD 
for failing to appropriate the Biblical fact that I am Your "workmanship" 
(Ephesians 2:10).  It is not I who am the potter but YOU!  These facts I 
readily concur and accept, but my flesh desires another master which Your 
Word says in Romans 6:14 is no longer my master "For sin will have no 
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace."  I, 
therefore, submit myself anew to YOU now for further 
"training/equipping/perfecting" according to the Word of GOD.  Mold me 
and make me to be like YOU.  In the name that is above all names, Jesus, I 
pray.  Amen. 
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Thursday, February 22nd 
  
John 8:31-32 (ESV)  
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my 
word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free. 
  
O Father, open our eyes that we may see how we have been enslaved to sin 
and an evil master. Let us, unlike the Jew's in this story, understand the 
depth of our slavery, see our need for redemption, and confess Jesus as The 
Redeemer who has set us free from sin and satan.  Jesus teaches us that the 
fruit of redemption is a faithful dwelling in His Word. We do this, not FOR 
our salvation, but BECAUSE of our salvation provided through Jesus' merit. 
Teach us to abide in Your Word. Teach us to dwell in Your Word. Teach us 
to hide Your Word in our hearts that we might not sin against YOU (Ps. 
119:11). Teach us to obey YOU because to love YOU is to obey Your 
commandments (John 14:15). Open our eyes, by Your  Holy Spirit, to know 
and understand Your truth (1 Cor. 2:12). Take Your Word and plant it into 
our hearts that we might be hearers and doers of Your Word (James 1:21-
22). As we bind ourselves to Your Word, set us free by Your truth to live for 
YOU. We are dependent on Your power to accomplish this in our lives. We 
confess our desire and our need.  
In Jesus' name, amen. 
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Friday, February 23rd 
  
2 Timothy 2:1-2(ESV) 
You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ        
Jesus, 2 and what you have heard from me in the presence of 
many     witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others 
also. 
  
Heavenly Father, thank YOU first and foremost for such an 
esteemed    privilege to be identified and counted as Your child (2 
Corinthians 6:18).  For before I knew YOU I was a child of wrath 
(Ephesians 2:3) gratifying my own selfish interests under a self-delusion of 
pride.  YOU were not sought by me while in my blindness, but rather I was 
sought by YOU in Your grace.  YOU opened my eyes to Your great 
love.  Such a gift makes me understand how the apostle Paul could say that 
he was "under obligation" to share the good news of my salvation.  Open my 
mouth to speak to my family, friends, and even strangers in hopes that they 
too might long for an intimate relationship with YOU.  Holy Spirit lead me 
and empower me to be a faithful disciple and witness to those whom YOU 
have given to me to influence.  Grant to me boldness and clarity to be a 
skilled in the Word of GOD.  I realize that I must only give away simply 
what I have to give...I only need to tell what I have been told.  Use me, oh 
GOD, for the development of others and the building of Your 
kingdom.  Amen. 
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Saturday, February 24th  
  
Matthew 11:27-30 (ESV) 
My Father has given me all things. No one knows the Son, except the 
Father. And no one knows the Father, except the Son and those whom 
the Son chooses to tell. “Come to me, all of you who are tired and have 
heavy loads, and I will give you rest. Accept my teachings and learn 
from me, because I am gentle and humble in spirit, and you will find 
rest for your lives. The burden that I ask you to accept is easy; the load 
I give you to carry is light.” 
  
Heavenly Father, as I ponder today the works of Your hands I am truly 
amazed with all YOU have done.  Keeping the whole world together is 
certainly a task I cannot fully comprehend.  And still YOU take time to care 
and help me with my long week of endless responsibilities.    
To YOU my loving Father I give a deep heartfelt sigh…hallelujah! 
When I consider that YOU gave all things into the hands of Your faithful 
Son, Jesus, the Christ, I am impressed.  He testified in John 5:19 “Truly, 
truly...the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees 
the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does.   
I, too, want to live having done nothing of my own accord.  Help me to 
daily rely on Your strength so I will finish my weeks with an offering of 
thanksgiving for all YOU have done in and through me.  Help me more 
fully accept Your teachings and learn from YOU.  Increase my faith to see 
that every work YOU have for me is not a burden.  Be my strength (Psalm 
18:1) for then I know "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me" (Philippians 4:13 ESV).   
This is my rest today.  Keep me stayed in this thought Father, amen. 
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Sunday, February 25th  
  
Matthew 9:35-38 (ESV) 
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and every affliction.  When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd.  Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord 
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
  
I come to YOU, LORD JESUS, and ask that YOU "send out laborers into 
the harvest."  I know YOU are already accomplishing this work for it has 
long been Your plan to seek and save the lost.  My prayer simply 
acknowledges that I agree and am willingly available to join YOU in Your 
will.  I long to see people brought into Your Kingdom because You are 
making my desires one with YOU.  When I read Scripture about Your 
compassion for those without a shepherd my heart melts for I was once a 
lost sheep (Isaiah 53:6).  YOU saw me while lost and knew exactly how to 
bring me to trust YOU.  In the scope of Your great plan YOU would ordain 
for me to hear the gospel through Your faithful servants.    
Hallelujah!  What a Savior, YOU are!!!  Oh LORD, do continue to send 
those who will bear the gospel to those who have yet to be brought into 
Your fold (John 10:16).  I know I should pray and ask YOU to send me, but 
my flesh is timid.  Strengthen me LORD!  Increase my faith that I would 
confidently and most willingly say, "Here am I.  Send me."  May it be so, 
LORD.  May it be so!  Amen. 
 


